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Indiana Chapter News
BY BRIAN STONE
As  we wrap  up  the  f i rs t  quarter  o f  2026,  Ind iana  BHA has  been  busy  wi th
some fantast ic  events  wi th  p lenty  more  in  s tore .  We have  a lso  been
keep ing  an  eye  on  leg is la t ion  that  a f fects  a l l  Hoos ier  hunters  and  ang lers .  

As  I ’m sure  you  have  heard ,  we  had  a  f ight  on  our  hands  here  in  Ind iana  to
ensure  that  the  Ind iana  Natura l  Resources  Commiss ion  (NRC)  was  not
e l iminated .  

HB 1003 sought  to  e l iminate  government  bureaucracy  and  redundancy ,  but
inc luded  a  prov is ion  that  sought  to  e l iminate  the  NRC.  The  NRC is  a
b ipart i san  commiss ion  made  up  o f  c i t i zens  appo inted  by  the  Governor ,  two
of  which  must  have  a  background  in  conservat ion ,  as  we l l  as
representat ives  o f  s tate  agenc ies .  The  Ind iana  Chapter  o f  Backcountry
Hunters  & Ang lers  (BHA)  s t rong ly  opposed  the  prov is ions  wi th in  House
Bi l l  1003 that  wou ld  e l iminate  and/or  a l ter  the  Natura l  Resources
Commiss ion ’s  (NRC)  independent  author i ty  and  move  power  toward
execut ive  agenc ies  and  the  Genera l  Assembly .

Ind iana  BHA Board  o f  D i rectors  Cha i r ,  Br ian  Stone ,  met  wi th  IN  DNR
Director  A lan  Morr i son  a longs ide  representat ives  f rom Ind iana  Wi ld l i fe
Federat ion  and  the  Ind iana  Chapter  o f  The  Nature  Conservancy  to  share
perspect ives  on  why  the  NRC is  essent ia l  to  the  management  o f  our  shared
natura l  resources .  

At  the  end  o f  February ,  the  prov is ions  that  wou ld  have  e l iminated  the  NRC
were  s t r ipped  in  the  Senate  thanks  to  you  ra is ing  your  vo ices  and  shar ing
your  concerns  wi th  your  s tate  leg is la tors .  As  o f  ear ly  March ,  HB 1003 had
been  passed  in  the  House  and  the  Senate  and  the  NRC was  preserved .  As
of  the  t ime of  th is  wr i t ing ,  i t  awai ts  Governor  Braun ’s  s ignature .  

To  learn  more  about  the  NRC and  IN  BHA’s  pos i t ion ,  see  our  b log  post :
ht tps : //www.backcountryhunters .org/news/deta i l s/hb-1003-seeks-to-
l imi t -pub l ic - feedback- in-natura l - resource-management  
r  
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STEWARDSHIP  
In  add i t ion  to  advocat ing  on  your  beha l f  in  defense  o f  the  pub l ic ’ s  vo ice  in  the  management  o f  our
shared  natura l  resources ,  we  have  had  some wel l -at tended ,  successfu l  events  s ince  we  rang  in  the  New
Year .  

Mississinewa Wood Duck and Bluebird Box Bui ld
On January  17 ,  13  vo lunteers  met  at  Miss iss inewa Lake  and  bu i l t  21  wood  duck  boxes  and  cut  20 b lue
b i rds  house  "k i ts "  to  s i ze  for  easy  future  assembly .  We used  a  $2 ,000 grant  f rom Bendix  Corporat ion  to
purchase  the  supp l ies ,  and  we supp l ied  the  vo lunteers .  IN  BHA a lso  prov ided  fund ing  to  the  property  to
purchase  fue l  to  mainta in  the i r  po l l inator  and  qua i l  hab i tat  that  we  he lped  to  fund  in  2024 .  Th is
fund ing  came f rom a  Beacon  Cred i t  Un ion  Grant .  Long-t ime BOD member  Ben  Stout  led  the  event .

t h

JE  Roush Lake FWA
On February  7 ,  a round  17  vo lunteers  descended  on  JE  Roush  Lake  FWA to  bu i ld  a  dozen  wood duck
boxes .  We used  the  remain ing  funds  f rom the  Bend ix  Corporat ion  grant  to  purchase  supp l ies ,  and  we
ra l l ied  vo lunteers  to  show up  and  g ive  back  to  the i r  pub l ic  lands .  Ben  a lso  led  th is  event .

t h



POLICY
In  add i t ion  to  our  work  on  HB 1003,  IN  BHA sent  representat ives  f rom our  BOD to  the  annua l
Sportsman ’s  Luncheon  at  the  Ind iana  State  Cap i to l .  At  th is  event ,  Board  Cha i r ,  Br ian  Stone ,  and
Events  Team Cha i r ,  Lucas  Orgass ,  met  wi th  s tate  lawmakers  and  other  hook  and  bu l le t  conservat ion
orgs  to  ta lk  pub l ic  lands ,  natura l  resources ,  and  conservat ion .  

EXPOS AND  SOCIAL EVENTS
ARCHERY TRADE ASSOCIATION SHOW
We k icked  o ff  2026 tab l ing  at  the  Archery  Trade  Assoc iat ion  Show in  Ind ianapo l i s .  Severa l  o f  our
Chapter  Leaders  were  ab le  to  ta lk  wi th  representat ives  o f  top  brands  and  conservat ion
organ izat ions ,  and  we were  ab le  to  ta lk  wi th  the  pub l ic  dur ing  ATA’s  f i r s t  ever  Super  Show.  We
hosted  a  P int  N ight  sponsored  by  Bear  Archery  a f ter  the  show at  S l ippery  Nood le  Inn .  

DEER ,  TURKEY,  AND WATERFOWL EXPO
At  the  end  o f  February ,  we  tab led  the  annua l  Deer ,  Turkey ,  and  Water fowl  Expo  at  the  Ind iana  State
Fa i rgrounds  in  Ind ianapo l i s .  Severa l  Chapter  Leaders  were  ab le  to  ta lk  wi th  at tendees  about  BHA’s
miss ion  and  share  some of  our  past  successes  wi th  po l icy ,  s tewardsh ip ,  and  soc ia l  events .  

Dur ing  the  Expo ,  we  hosted  a  Soc ia l  in  co l laborat ion  wi th  Ind iana  DNR at  Ha l f  L i ter  BBQ in  Broad
Ripp le .  Two of  our  s tate  b io log is ts ,  Joe  Caude l l ,  DNR Deer  B io log is t ,  and  Ger iann  A lbers ,  Wi ld
Turkey ,  Furbearer ,  and  Upland  B i rd  B io log is t  he ld  a  Q&A wi th  our  20 guests .  Th is  was  an  engag ing
event  that  insp i red  some great  d iscuss ion .  V ice  Cha i r  Wi l l  Judson  took  the  lead  on  th is  event .



FUTURE EVENTS
In 2026, we have some great events in the works! Be sure to keep an eye on your inbox and visit our social media pages for
details:

Grassroots Workday at Atterbury FWA March 15  th

Grassroots Workday at Wabashiki FWA (date TBD)
Trivia Night in Bloomington (location and date TBD)
Pint Night in Muncie
Learn to Fly Fish (with IN DNR), Fort Harrison Park, Indianapolis, September 16  th

Learn to Fly Fish Pint Night, September 16  (location TBD)th

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT  
Ind iana  was  featured  on  BHA Podcast  and  B last ,  ep isode  216 ,  which  dropped  last  October .  BHA
Chapter  Coord inator ,  Jameson  Hibbs  (who  current ly  l i ves  in  Kentucky  but  grew up  in  Ind iana) ,  IN
BHA member  Michae l  Spa ld ing ,  and  IN  BHA Board  Cha i r ,  Br ian  Stone ,  ta lked  wi th  Ha l  about  the
controversy  surround ing  forest  management  in  Ind iana .  I f  you  haven ’ t ,  g ive  i t  a  l i s ten !



S P O N S O R  
Gift-in-kind and monetary donations from 
in-state business partners are critical to our
efforts.  All donations over $500 are eligible for
our Chapter Corporate Sponsor Program with
benefits like having your business name listed
in the Backcountry Journal, features on chapter
social media channels and more.

IN BHA needs a social media manager!

Whether you can dedicate 2 hours a year or 2
hours a week to BHA, we need your skills. 

Add your name to our volunteer list by sending
your contact information including address,
phone and email to
Indiana@backcountryhunters.org

Apply for a chapter leader position with the
Indiana BHA chapter. Keep an eye on chapter
communications for vacant positions and
upcoming elections.

V O L U N T E E R

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers seeks to
ensure North America's outdoor heritage
of hunting and fishing in a natural setting,
through education and work on behalf of
wild public lands, waters, and wildlife.

C O N N E C T

J O I N
When you become an Individual
Member of Backcountry Hunters &
Anglers, you’re not just joining an
organization—you’re joining a
community dedicated to preserving
North America's outdoor heritage. 

JO IN

DO YOUR
PART FOR
PUBLIC LANDS,
WATERS, &
WILDLIFE

Join us at one of our upcoming events! Pint
Nights and Meet-ups are happening in your
area. Be on the lookout! 



Exc lus ive  Member  Benef i ts :
Backcountry Journal  Subscript ion:  Our  magaz ine  i s  packed  wi th
insp i r ing  s tor ies  on  conservat ion ,  hunt ing ,  f i sh ing ,  and  fa i r  chase  eth ics .  
BHA Decals:  Show your  BHA pr ide  wi th  our  d is t inct ive  deca ls .
Event Invitat ions:  Get  access  to  loca l  chapter  events  where  you  can
connect  wi th  fe l low outdoor  enthus iasts  and  exper ience  the  boots-on-the-
ground  impact  o f  BHA 's  work .
Monthly eNewsletter:  S tay  updated  wi th  the  Backcountry  Beat ,  featur ing
the  la test  news  on  BHA 's  e f for ts  to  f ight  for  your  outdoor  pass ions .
Feel  Good:  Exper ience  the  sat i s fact ion  o f  act ive ly  contr ibut ing  to  the
protect ion  o f  the  backcountry  and  the  t rad i t ions  you  cher ish .
Special  Discounts:  En joy  exc lus ive  sav ings  f rom our  corporate  partners
l ike  F i rs t  L i te ,  Vortex ,  Weston ,  onX ,  Wal tons ,  XOP ,  Gray l ,  Work  Sharp ,  and
more !

When you  become an  Ind iv idua l  Member  o f  Backcountry  Hunters  & Ang lers ,
you ’ re  not  just  jo in ing  an  organ izat ion—you’ re  jo in ing  a  communi ty

ded icated  to  preserv ing  North  Amer ica ' s  outdoor  her i tage .  For  just  $35
annua l ly ,  you ’ l l  rece ive  exc lus ive  benef i ts  and  make  a  rea l  d i f ference .

JOIN TODAY

Addi t iona l  Membersh ip  Opt ions
Fami ly  Membersh ip
Mi l i tary  Membersh ip
Student  Membersh ip
Three  Year  Membersh ip
L i fet ime Memebersh ip

Cl ick  To  Jo in  Today

https://www.backcountryhunters.org/join


SIGN UP FOR OUR
MAILING LIST

TODAY

backcountryhunters.org

Even t s
Join other volunteers & board members in
hosting BHA events like habitat projects,
social gatherings, fund raisers, hunt & fish
camps, and more. 

Chapter  Sponsor
Become a chapter sponsor and support the
Indiana chapter financially. As a non-profit
your support is critical. Talk to a board
member about the benefits of becoming a
chapter sponsor.

Hab i tat  Pro j e c t s
Join other volunteers in partnering with
state biologists on projects to help clean up
or improve the habitat of public lands or
waters.

VOLUNTEER
WITH BHA

OPPORTUNITIES
INCLUDE

Leadersh ip
The state chapter offers various leadership
opportunities, from event coordinators to
board of directors, officers, and more.

Click Here

https://www.backcountryhunters.org/kentucky_mailing_list_sign_up
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