Via Email: governor@governor.ri.gov June 16, 2023

To: The Honorable Daniel J. McKee, Governor of Rhode Island
Rhode Island State House
82 Smith Street, Providence, Rl 02903

Re: Support for Shoreline Access — H 5174A & S 417A
Dear Mr. Governor,

Collectively, the undersigned individuals and organizations write to express our support for bills H 5174A &
S 417A. Together, these bills represent the culmination of several years of intensive work by RI’s General
Assembly to address a long-standing challenge that has faced Rhode Islanders, and seek to finally provide
clarity on where, exactly, Constitutional “privileges of the shore” are protected. Having passed both
chambers of the General Assembly in concurrence, we expect H 5174A & S 417A to be transmitted to your
office for consideration imminently.

In their original forms there were several differences between bills H 5174 and S 417, introduced by Rep.
Terri Cortvriend and Sen. Mark McKenney respectively during the current legislative session. Most
prominently, there was considerable distance between the boundaries proposed in each, although both
reflected the intent of a 2021 Legislative Study Commission on which both legislators served — to provide a
clear, identifiable boundary along Rhode Island’s shoreline.

Understanding that reconciliation between Chambers was necessary to pass unified bills in concurrence, the
undersigned individuals and organizations encouraged RI's General Assembly to work towards a “middle
ground” between the original proposals that was agreeable to both chambers. H 5174A & S 417A are the
results of those negotiations, and they include both meaningful contributions from each of the original bills
and new language that further clarifies the General Assembly’s intent.

Specifically, the elements of H 5174A & S 417A that we support are:

e Aboundary 10 feet inland of the “recognizable high tide line”, as this is both the consensus
recommendation of the 2021 Study Commission and represents a “middle-ground” compromise
between the boundaries originally proposed in each bill.

o The inclusion of language that clarifies that the public’s boundary is linked to the maximum height
of each rising tide, recognizing the dynamic nature of the tides may, from time to time, result in the
highest reach of the most recent tide marking the shore below a prior (but still recognizable) mark
because of natural fluctuations in wind, waves, and other phenomena. While the added language
will occasionally move the boundary toward the water, sometimes by several feet, the intent of the
Study Commission was to establish a boundary linked to the most recent high tide, and added
language affirms the dynamic nature of the tides.

o The inclusion of language that directs CRMC, DEM, and the RI Attorney General to develop
information and guidance for public education and signage, recognizing that there is a considerable
need to inform both the public, and landowners whose property abuts the shore, on the practical
application of this legislation on Rhode Island’s shoreline.
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By passing H 5174A & S 417A in concurrence RI's General Assembly has taken a historic step towards
addressing an issue that no previous General Assembly has been able to achieve consensus on. Respectfully,

we now urge you to complete the final step in RI’s legislative process and sign H 5174A & S 417A into law.

Sincerely,

SAVE THE BAY.

NARRAGANSETT BAY

Topher Hamblett
Director of Advocacy
Member, 2021 Shoreline Study Commission
Save The Bay — Narragansett Bay
savebay@savebay.org

And the undersigned individuals and organizations:

Michael Rubin, Attorney
Member, 2021 Shoreline Study Commission
mike.rubin54@gmail.com

Thomas J. Gibson, Jr.

Vice President

Friends of the Waterfront, Newport
info@newportwaterfront.org

Sean Lyness

Visiting Assistant Professor of Law
New England Law Boston
SLyness@nesl.edu

Jeanine Silversmith

Executive Director

Rl Environmental Education Association
jsilversmith@rieea.org

PRESERVING
PUBLIC ACCESS,

RIEEA

Education Association
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Rhode Island Environmental

Michael Woods
Chair, New England Chapter Board
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers
rhodeisland@backcountryhunters.org

Dennis Nixon

Member, 2021 Shoreline Study Commission
Prof. Emeritus of Marine Affairs, URI
dnixon@uri.edu

Dawn Filliatreault Wood
President

RI Saltwater Anglers Association
wood@risaa.org

Casey Tremper

Program Manager

Clean Ocean Access
casey.tremper@cleanoceanaccess.org

Peter Jenkins

Owner, The Saltwater Edge (Newport, RI)
Chairman, American Saltwater Guides Association
Peter@saltwateredge.com

AMERIGAN

SALTWATER GUIDES ASSOCIATION

—— BETTER BUSINESS THROUGH CONSERVATION ——



