NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER
BACKCOUNTRY HUNTERS & ANGLERS

October 23, 2023

Re: New England BHA Comments on CRMC App 2023-04-094 — Fishing Access from Bike Path Bridges
To Executive Director Willis & CRMC Staff,

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers (BHA) seeks to ensure North America's outdoor heritage of hunting and fishing
in a natural setting. Our members consider access to public lands and waters a top priority, recognizing that in
addition to abundant populations of fish and game, access to places to pursue them is essential to our
participation in, and the perpetuation of, our outdoor traditions.

With these things in mind, the New England Chapter of BHA urges the Rl Coastal Resources Management
Council (CRMC) make fishing access a requirement for approval of Application 2023-04-094, in which the Rl
Department of Transportation (RIDOT) outlines its plans to rebuild the bike path bridges that span the
Barrington & Warren (Palmer) Rivers — which have been used historically for fishing.

We commend CRMC’s staff for continuously expressing concerns and advocating for fishing access as a
component of the project throughout the planning and development phases, which are roughly detailed in the
Staff Report (dated 10/13/2023). In their application, RIDOT is unambiguous that their intent is to NOT allow
fishing from the bridges. Since then, we understand that RIDOT has revised their stance to the more favorable
“intent to not restrict fishing access”, largely thanks to the work of CRMC’s staff. Nonetheless, we remain
concerned both by RIDOT’s lack of a firm commitment (beyond intent) to allow fishing access from the bridges,
as well as the reduced “sidewalk” area in the plan, which has historically been used by anglers to stay clear of
traffic in the bike path.

We believe that CRMC does, in fact, have the authority to require access for fishing as a condition of
application approval. Regulation 1.3.6 (A) 3 of 650-RICR-20-00-1, CRMC’s “Red Book”, states that “It is the
Council’s policy to require applicants to provide, where appropriate, on-site access of a similar type and level to
that which is being impacted as the result of a proposed activity or development project.” In this case, CRMC
has clearly demonstrated the extent to which fishing access was provided historically in the Staff Report.

Respectfully, we request that the Council follow its policy, and ensure fishing access continues to be allowed
once the bridges are rebuilt, not as an intention, but as a requirement for permit approval.

Thank you for your consideration,
Sincerely,

Michael Woods

Saunderstown, Rl

Chair, New England Chapter Board
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers
rhodeisland@backcountryhunters.org
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