
Internet Scouting

New England 
Backcountry 
Hunters and 

Anglers



Seminar Overview

• Where to start
• What to look for
• Internet scouting tools

– Google Earth
– State Resources
– Town Resources
– Apps



Why Scout?

•It’s Fun
•Excuse to get outside

•To Find the Animals
•Understanding wildlife
•Developing  a Search Image
•Aware & Present

•You will never see the land 
the same way



Where to Start?

Understand the Species Biology & the Habitat
• Books, Podcasts, YouTube

• Not just on deer but on trees/plant ID

Equipment
• Computer/tablet/phone
• Boots
• GPS
• Binoculars



What To Look For?
Cover

Thick cover is essential for
• Bedding, 
• Security
• Food
Where to find

• 5-20 yr old timber harvests
• Abandoned fields
• Wetlands
If it looks tough to get into its good 
cover



What To Look For?
 Food

Spring-Summer
Forbs- herbaceous broad leaved flowering 
plants that are not graminoids (grasses, sedges 
and rushes), often considered weeds.  

Late Summer Early Fall 
• Apples, corn, beans 

Fall-Winter
• Acorns/beechnuts & Woody Browse
Food abundance is cyclical

• Acorns every 3-4yrs (for red oak)
• Apples every other year

A lot of feeding is nocturnal



What To Look For?
Edges

Deer are creatures of edge
• Agriculture Edges
• Logging Edges
• River/Stream 
• Human Edges

• Development/Golf Courses
• Posted Land



What To Look For?
Terrain

Topography, Pinch Points & 
Funnels

• Concentrate & Influences 
where deer move

• Important during the rut
• Influences where deer bed
• Scent and sight advantage
• Influences Humans
• Critical to understand in 

hilly country



Internet Scouting 
• Aerial Imagery

• Leaf off
• Historical orthos
• 3D terrain

• USGS Topos
• Property lines
• Open Space, Wetlands

Where to Find 
• Google Earth, 
• State GIS viewers,
• Town assessor website



Agriculture
• Food

Human
• Sanctuary/Cover

Co Occurrence of Features



Terrain
• Wetlands/River



Backwoods Deer

• Ridges and saddles: 
travel

• Knobs and thick 
cover:  bedding

• Food sources: 
acorns, leafy and 
woody browse



What 
topographical 
features do you 
see?  

Saddle

Ridge

Knob

Swamp?



What does the 
aerial 
photography 
add for detail?

Recent 
Logging

Different Tree
Canopy?

Roads

Landings

Swamps



Was there sign 
where you 
expected?  



Feeding 
Areas

Trails & Trail 
Crossings

Humans

Rubs & 
Scrapes

Sign to 
Find



Ground Truthing 
Develop a systematic approach

• Note key features in your on-line tool.  
• Hike to key features 
• GPS All Sign & Potential Stand Locations

• Develop easy naming  (BD=beds, TR= trail)
• Use in Google Earth and/or App
• Store in property specific folder

• Take notes & Pics
• Memories fade

• Be aware of seasonality
• Summer is challenging, winter is best



Google Earth
Timeline

December 
2003



Google Earth
Timeline

June 2018



Google Earth -Putting the Puzzle Together



State Map Resources



Town Websites- Tax Maps



Town Websites- GIS



Hunting Specific Apps- HuntStand



Hunting Specific Apps- OnX Hunt



Other Apps

• Garmin- 
• Earthmate- Device, Handheld GPS or In-Reach
• Explore- Newer Handheld GPS
•  HuntView (not for Maine)- Hunting specific layers 

• Gaia GPS- Tracks, georeferenced photos, waypoints. 
• BaseMap 3D
• ScoutLook





Results....



The Sportsman’s voice for our wild 
public lands, waters, and wildlife
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