
            

                                       

                                     

June 23, 2025 Rev1 

 

The Honorable Angelique Ashby, Chair 

Senate Business, Professions and Economic Development Committee 

1021 O Street, Room 3320 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: AB 519 (Berman): Pet Broker Sales – OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED 

Dear Senator Ashby: 

 

Our organizations, which represent hundreds of thousands of sportsmen who use dogs for hunting, field 

trialing and hunt test purposes, respectfully request that you oppose AB 519 (Berman), which would make 

it illegal for a broker to assist in the sale, offer for sale, or adoption of a dog unless the bill is amended to 

exempt hunting dogs.    

As amended May 28, 2025, AB 519 would unnecessarily limit the availability of hunting and other 

working dogs used by our members.  While many hunters acquire their dogs (which include both puppies 

and started adult dogs) directly from a breeder, others may opt for assistance from third parties such as 

dog trainers, including through the use of a broker.  Reasons for this would include, but are not limited to, 

the buyer not having sufficient connections, familiarity, or education regarding reputable breeders or 

adoption agencies - especially those from outside of California.   

Under AB 519, the definition of a broker is overly broad and would include virtually any entity assisting 

in any way with the sale of the dog:   

“Broker” means a person or business that sells, arranges, negotiates, or processes, either in person or 

online, the sale of dogs, cats, or rabbits bred by another for profit. This includes facilitating the transfer 

of a dog, cat, or rabbit for profit. 

AB 519 also wrongly assumes that all brokers are bad actors and doesn’t appropriately target those who 

work with “puppy mills” or unscrupulous, irresponsible backyard breeders, for example.    



Please note that, in the case of hunting dogs, the animals are highly valued, raised with care under 

responsible breeding practices, and registered with the American Kennel Club, United Kennel Club, 

and/or their appropriate professional breed clubs.  These legitimate working dogs do not contribute to the 

shelter overpopulation crisis in our state.   

Note that AB 519 includes exemptions from the bill for brokers who assist with the sale or adoption of 

other working dogs (i.e. guide, signal or service dogs).  To address our concerns, we respectfully request 

that the bill also include an exemption for hunting dogs.  Specifically, we request that §122365.1 (b)(2) be 

amended as follows: 

“The transfer of ownership of a guide, signal, hunting, or service dog.”  

For all of the above reasons, we urge you to oppose AB 519 unless the above amendment is taken into the 

bill when it is considered by your committee on June 30th. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Hennelly, Vice President of Advocacy    

California Waterfowl Association     

 

Lisa McNamee, Legislative Coordinator       

SCI California Coalition 

 

Rick Travis, Legislative Director 

California Rifle and Pistol Association    

 

Marc Engstrom, Director of Public Policy – California 

Ducks Unlimited 

 

Lori Jacobs, President 

California Houndsmen for Conservation 

 

Gary Brennan, President 

San Diego County Wildlife Federation  

 

Fred Harpster, President  

The Black Brant Group 

 

Clark Smith, President  

San Francisco Bay Area Chapter - SCI  

 

David Bess, California Legislative Chair 

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

 

Steve Miller, President 

Tulare Basin Wetlands Association 

 

Glennon T. Gingo, President 

Mzuri Safari Club 

 

Christopher Hoon, Manager of Government Affairs – Pacific Flyway 

Delta Waterfowl 

 

Chriss Bowles, President 

California Bowmen Hunters/State Archery Association 

 


