
I  never  regret  preparat ion .  As  the  o ld  say ing  goes
“Preparat ion  i s  the  key  to  success .”  I  f i rmly  be l ieve  that  and
in  my persona l  exper ience ,  outcomes  are  usua l ly  d ic tated  by
my preparedness .  I t ’ s  hard  to  win  the  day  when you  aren ’ t
prepared  to  win  in  the  f i rs t  p lace .  The  mi l i tary  has  adopted
th is  menta l i ty  and  implements  i t  in  the i r  t ra in ing .  A  s imple
task  such  as  making  your  bed  f i rs t  th ing  in  the  morn ing
star ts  your  day  o f f  w i th  a  win .  I t ’ s  an  easy ,  ach ievab le  task
to  s tar t  the  day  in  a  pos i t i ve  manner .  Preparat ion  for  your
hunts ,  o r  l i fe ,  a re  no  d i f ferent .  Do  the  l i t t le  th ings  now,  so
you  don ’ t  need  to  worry ,  o r  th ink  about  i t  la ter .  By  fa i l ing  to
prepare ,  you  are  essent ia l l y  prepar ing  to  fa i l .   
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Dialing In - Are You Prepared?
BY BROCK STUBER Ful l  Draw Fi lm Tour 

Grand Casino -  Shawnee OK 
August  1  @ 5:30 PM

BHA Onl ine Auction
August  7  t h

National  Publ ic  Lands
Day 

September 27th

With  the  summer  months  now in  fu l l  swing ,  u t i l i z ing  th is
t ime to  prepare  for  the  season  ahead  i s  my  abso lute  pr ior i ty .
Th is  upcoming  fa l l  I  have  a  b ig  r i f le  hunt  p lanned  so  my main
focus  i s  my  r i f le .  A  hunter ’ s  r i f le  i f  on ly  as  good  as  the
hunter  so  t ime spent  beh ind  the  gun  i s  a  must .  I  l i ke  to  s tar t
wi th  conf i rming  my zero .  I  p re fer  a  100 yard  zero  but  a  200
yard  zero  cou ld  a lso  be  cons idered .  I f  your  r i f le  i sn ’ t  a l ready
s ighted  in  then  bore  s ight ing  and  ach iev ing  a  zero  shou ld
come f i rs t .  Wi th  my zero  conf i rmed to  my l ik ing ,  i t ’ s  t ime to
increase  my d is tances  and  s tar t  co l lect ing  data  on  my shots .
I ’ l l  push  my targets  out  to  200,  then  250 ,  then  300 and  so
on  unt i l  I  reach  about  400 yards ;  my  persona l  comfortab le
d is tance .  Each  group ,  cons is ts  o f  three  shots ,  then  I  chart
the  data  in  a  smal l  notebook .  Th is  process  i s  co l lect ing
D .O .P.E  (Data  On  Prev ious  Engagements ) .  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/oklahomabackcountryhunters/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/oklahomabackcountryhunters/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/oklahomabackcountryhunters/
https://www.backcountryhunters.org/oklahoma


In  add i t ion  to  shot  data ,  I  am a lso
chart ing  env i ronmenta l  factors  such  as
e levat ion ,  temperature ,  humid i ty  and
wind .  Th is  in format ion  he lps  me
determine  what  ad justments  are  needed
on  my opt ics  based  on  current  factors
at  the  t ime of  a  future  shot .  I f  I  know
that  my part icu lar  bu l le t  moves  “X”
amount  in  a  15  mph cross-wind  then  I
shou ld  be  ab le  to  eas i l y  ad just  my  scope
the  next  t ime I  encounter  a  s imi lar
s i tuat ion .  These  are  a l l  factors  o f
D .O .P.E .  

A f ter  gather ing  my D .O .P.E ,  I  l ove
s imulat ing  var ious  scenar ios  one  cou ld
expect  in  the  f ie ld .  Growing  up  p lay ing
sports ,  my  dad  a lways  emphas i zed  to
pract ice  l ike  you  p lay .  The  same can  be
sa id  for  your  weapon .  I t ’ s  important  to
shoot  f rom var ious  pos i t ions ,  d i s tances ,
and  target  s i zes .  On ly  shoot ing  f rom a
bench  rest  or  prone  pos i t ion  cou ld  cost  
you  when  the  moment  o f  t ruth  comes  and  you ’ re  forced  to  shoot  braced  o ff  your  knee
or  some other  pos i t ion  that  i s  less  than  idea l .  The  po int  i s ,  p ract ice  how you  cou ld
end  up  “p lay ing” .  Shoot  o ff  your  pack ,  shoot  knee l ing ,  shoot  f ree  hand ,  get  your  heart
race  up  then  take  a  shot ;  s imulate  every  s i tuat ion  poss ib le .  By  do ing  so ,  you ’ l l  not
on ly  ga in  exper ience  and  musc le  memory  but  you ’ re  creat ing  preparedness  i f  the
s i tuat ion  comes  up  aga in  when  i t  t ru ly  counts .  An  easy  way  to  bu i ld  musc le  memory
without  burn ing  through  a  lo t  o f  ammuni t ion  and  money  i s  s imply  dry  f i re  dr i l l s .  Put
yourse l f  in  those  oddba l l  pos i t ions  and  just  dry  f i re  your  r i f le .  I t ’ s  a  s imple ,  yet
effect ive  way  to  get  comfortab le  beh ind  the  gun .  

With  less  than  100 days  to  the  b ig  game hunt ing  season  openers ,  the  t ime i s  now to
star t  prepp ing  menta l l y  and  phys ica l l y .  I  can  assure  you  that  you  won ’ t  regret  a  l i t t le
t ime spent  on  hon ing  your  shoot ing  sk i l l s .  The  t ime i s  now,  don ’ t  wa i t .  Prepare   so
you  can  f ind  success  and  f i l l  that  tag  you ’ve  a lways  dreamed of .  A  f reezer  won ’ t  f i l l
i t se l f .  Get  out  there  and  get  a f ter  i t .  I f  you ’ re  buddy  asked  you  how ready  you  are  for
the  hunt ing  season ,  how would  you  be  ab le  to  answer?

Don ’ t  have  anywhere  to  shoot  your  r i f le?  ODWC offers  severa l  shoot ing  ranges  across  the  s tate .
F ind  them HERE !  

https://www.wildlifedepartment.com/hunting/wma/shooting-ranges


The Full Draw Film Tour is a traveling bowhunting film event that brings the best independent
outdoor films to the big screen. Featuring real stories from real hunters, the tour is designed to

unite bowhunting and outdoor enthusiasts for a night of adventure, excitement, and
camaraderie. Attendees can expect a lineup of short films covering everything from elk and deer

hunting to first-time filmmakers sharing their stories, along with gear giveaways from top
sponsors. Whether you're a seasoned bowhunter or just passionate about the outdoors, it's a

one-of-a-kind live experience you won't want to miss it. 

Stop by the Oklahoma BHA Chapter booth to pick up your latest Public Land Owner merchandise!

Grand Casino Shawnee
777 Grand Casino Blvd 

Shawnee, OK 74804

Purchase your tickets HERE!

https://www.grandboxoffice.com/event?eventid=265


S P O N S O R  
Gift-in-kind and monetary donations from 
in-state business partners are critical to our
efforts.  All donations over $500 are eligible for
our Chapter Corporate Sponsor Program with
benefits like having your business name listed
in the Backcountry Journal, features on chapter
social media channels and more.

Whether you can dedicate 2 hours a year or 2
hours a week to BHA, we need your skills. 

Add your name to our volunteer list by sending
your contact information including address,
phone and email to
oklahoma@backcountryhunters.org

Apply for a board position with the Oklahoma
BHA chapter. Keep an eye on chapter
communications for vacant positions and
upcoming elections.

V O L U N T E E R

Backcountry Hunters & Anglers seeks to
ensure North America's outdoor heritage
of hunting and fishing in a natural setting,
through education and work on behalf of
wild public lands, waters, and wildlife.

C O N N E C T

J O I N
When you become an Individual
Member of Backcountry Hunters &
Anglers, you’re not just joining an
organization—you’re joining a
community dedicated to preserving
North America's outdoor heritage. 

JO IN

DO YOUR
PART FOR
PUBLIC
LANDS,
WATERS &
WILDLIFE



Exc lus ive  Member  Benef i ts :
Backcountry Journal  Subscript ion:  Our  magaz ine  i s  packed  wi th  insp i r ing
stor ies  on  conservat ion ,  hunt ing ,  f i sh ing ,  and  fa i r  chase  eth ics .  
BHA Decals:  Show your  BHA pr ide  wi th  our  d is t inct ive  deca ls .
Event Invitat ions:  Get  access  to  loca l  chapter  events  where  you  can
connect  wi th  fe l low outdoor  enthus iasts  and  exper ience  the  boots-on-the-
ground  impact  o f  BHA 's  work .
Monthly eNewsletter:  S tay  updated  wi th  the  Backcountry  Beat ,  featur ing
the  la test  news  on  BHA 's  e f for ts  to  f ight  for  your  outdoor  pass ions .
Feel  Good:  Exper ience  the  sat i s fact ion  o f  act ive ly  contr ibut ing  to  the
protect ion  o f  the  backcountry  and  the  t rad i t ions  you  cher ish .
Special  Discounts:  En joy  exc lus ive  sav ings  f rom our  corporate  partners
l ike  F i rs t  L i te ,  Vortex ,  Weston ,  onX ,  Wal tons ,  XOP ,  Gray l ,  Work  Sharp ,  and
more !

When you  become an  Ind iv idua l  Member  o f  Backcountry  Hunters  & Ang lers ,
you ’ re  not  just  jo in ing  an  organ izat ion—you’ re  jo in ing  a  communi ty  ded icated
to  preserv ing  North  Amer ica ' s  outdoor  her i tage .  For  just  $35 annua l ly ,  you ’ l l

rece ive  exc lus ive  benef i ts  and  make  a  rea l  d i f ference .

JOIN TODAYJOIN TODAY

Addi t iona l  Membersh ip  Opt ions
Fami ly  Membersh ip
Mi l i tary  Membersh ip
Student  Membersh ip
Three  Year  Membersh ip
L i fet ime Memebersh ip

Cl ick  To  Jo in  Today



SIGN UP TODAY

backcountryhunters.org

Even t s
Join other volunteers & board members in
hosting BHA events like habitat projects,
social gatherings, fund raisers, hunt & fish
camps, and more. 

Chapter  Sponsor
Become a chapter sponsor and support the
Oklahoma chapter financially. As a non-
profit your support is critical. Talk to a
board member about the benefits of
becoming a chapter sponsor.

Hab i tat  Pro j e c t s
Join other volunteers in partnering with
state biologists on projects to help clean up
or improve the habitat of public lands or
waters.

VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER
WITH BHAWITH BHA

OPPORTUNITIES
INCLUDE

Leadersh ip
The state chapter offers various leadership
opportunities, from event coordinators to
board of directors, officers, and more.

Click Here

https://www.backcountryhunters.org/mailing_list_ok
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	Dialing In - Are You Prepared?
	BY BROCK STUBER
	Full Draw Film Tour  Grand Casino - Shawnee OK  August 1 @ 5:30 PM
	I never regret preparation. As the old saying goes “Preparation is the key to success.” I firmly believe that and in my personal experience, outcomes are usually dictated by my preparedness. It’s hard to win the day when you aren’t prepared to win in the first place. The military has adopted this mentality and implements it in their training. A simple task such as making your bed first thing in the morning starts your day off with a win. It’s an easy, achievable task to start the day in a positive manner. Preparation for your hunts, or life, are no different. Do the little things now, so you don’t need to worry, or think about it later. By failing to prepare, you are essentially preparing to fail.
	With the summer months now in full swing, utilizing this time to prepare for the season ahead is my absolute priority. This upcoming fall I have a big rifle hunt planned so my main focus is my rifle. A hunter’s rifle if only as good as the hunter so time spent behind the gun is a must. I like to start with confirming my zero. I prefer a 100 yard zero but a 200 yard zero could also be considered. If your rifle isn’t already sighted in then bore sighting and achieving a zero should come first. With my zero confirmed to my liking, it’s time to increase my distances and start collecting data on my shots. I’ll push my targets out to 200, then 250, then 300 and so on until I reach about 400 yards; my personal comfortable distance. Each group, consists of three shots, then I chart the data in a small notebook. This process is collecting D.O.P.E (Data On Previous Engagements).


	In addition to shot data, I am also charting environmental factors such as elevation, temperature, humidity and wind. This information helps me determine what adjustments are needed on my optics based on current factors at the time of a future shot. If I know that my particular bullet moves “X” amount in a 15 mph cross-wind then I should be able to easily adjust my scope the next time I encounter a similar situation. These are all factors of D.O.P.E.
	After gathering my D.O.P.E, I love simulating various scenarios one could expect in the field. Growing up playing sports, my dad always emphasized to practice like you play. The same can be said for your weapon. It’s important to shoot from various positions, distances, and target sizes. Only shooting from a bench rest or prone position could cost
	you when the moment of truth comes and you’re forced to shoot braced off your knee or some other position that is less than ideal. The point is, practice how you could end up “playing”. Shoot off your pack, shoot kneeling, shoot free hand, get your heart race up then take a shot; simulate every situation possible. By doing so, you’ll not only gain experience and muscle memory but you’re creating preparedness if the situation comes up again when it truly counts. An easy way to build muscle memory without burning through a lot of ammunition and money is simply dry fire drills. Put yourself in those oddball positions and just dry fire your rifle. It’s a simple, yet effective way to get comfortable behind the gun.
	With less than 100 days to the big game hunting season openers, the time is now to start prepping mentally and physically. I can assure you that you won’t regret a little time spent on honing your shooting skills. The time is now, don’t wait. Prepare  so you can find success and fill that tag you’ve always dreamed of. A freezer won’t fill itself. Get out there and get after it. If you’re buddy asked you how ready you are for the hunting season, how would you be able to answer?
	Purchase your tickets HERE!
	Backcountry Hunters & Anglers seeks to ensure North America's outdoor heritage of hunting and fishing in a natural setting, through education and work on behalf of wild public lands, waters, and wildlife.
	JOIN
	When you become an Individual Member of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers, you’re not just joining an organization—you’re joining a community dedicated to preserving North America's outdoor heritage.

	VOLUNTEER
	Whether you can dedicate 2 hours a year or 2 hours a week to BHA, we need your skills.
	Add your name to our volunteer list by sending your contact information including address, phone and email to oklahoma@backcountryhunters.org
	Apply for a board position with the Oklahoma BHA chapter. Keep an eye on chapter communications for vacant positions and upcoming elections.

	SPONSOR
	Gift-in-kind and monetary donations from  in-state business partners are critical to our efforts.  All donations over $500 are eligible for our Chapter Corporate Sponsor Program with benefits like having your business name listed in the Backcountry Journal, features on chapter social media channels and more.
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