
2026 North Country Icebreaker
Start Date: 1/23/2026 5:00 PM

End Date: 1/24/2026 9:00 PM

Timezone: CST

The 2026 North Country Icebreaker

Presented by Backcountry Hunters & Anglers & Irish Setter Boots
?? Breezy Point Resort | Breezy Point, MN
?? January 23-24,2026

The North Country Icebreaker is BHA’s biggest gathering in the Midwest — and one of our most
anticipated events of the year! Join us at Breezy Point Resort on the iconic Pelican Lake for a weekend of ice
fishing, fellowship, and celebration of our public lands and waters.

This annual, family-friendly tradition brings together hunters, anglers, and conservationists from across the
country for a truly one-of-a-kind experience. Enjoy mentored fishing instruction , hands-on demos from
industry pros , games, raffles, and prizes , and of course, incredible food —including the crowd-favorite
Wild Game Cookoff Competition !

Whether you’re a seasoned ice angler or brand new to fishing through the hardwater, the Icebreaker is the
perfect way to connect with like-minded folks, learn new tactics, and experience the freedom and access that
public waters provide . Ice fishing is one of the best examples of how public access creates opportunity , and
we’re here to celebrate that together.

?? What to Expect

Friday Welcome Party & Potluck at the iconic Fawcett House

Saturday Fishing & spearing demos from experts

Hands-on instruction for anglers in our enclosed, heated ice houses (Courtesy of Pelican Lake Guide
Service)

Conservation and Wild-Game Cooking presentations & seminars

The Wild Game Cookoff competition

Games, raffles, and prizes

Family-friendly fun for all ages

Delicious meals and great company

This event is open to both BHA members and non-members , and proceeds directly support BHA’s work for
public lands, access, stewardship, and education across Minnesota and beyond.

??? Schedule

Friday, 1/23

TIME
EVENT
LOCATION

5:00PM - 8:00PM
Check-in/Registration
Fawcett House

7:00PM - 10:00PM
Welcome Party & Potluck (Sponsored by Maluna)
Fawcett House

Saturday, 1/24

TIME
EVENT
LOCATION

8:45AM - 5:00PM
Registration
Conference Room

9:00AM - 9:30AM
Fishing Report w/ Pelican Lake Guide Service
Conference Room

10:00AM - 3:00PM
Open Fishing and Demos on the Ice
Fishing Village

10:00AM - 10:50AM
Seminar 1: Darkhouse Spearing w/ Hjelle-Arc Spears
Conference Room

11:00AM - 11:50AM
Seminar 2: Public Land Trapping w/ Mike Verhoeven
Conference Room

12:00PM - 1:30PM
Lunch
Fawcett house

12:00PM - 4:00PM
Winter Camping Demos
Fawcett House

2:00PM - 2:50PM
Seminar 3: Wild-Game Cooking w/ Jeff Benda
Conference Room

3:00PM
Wild Game Cookoff Begins
Various Locations (Chef's Choice)

3:00PM - 3:50PM
Seminar 4: Forward-Facing Sonar Panel Discussion
Conference Room

4:00PM - 4:30PM
Wild Game Cookoff Judging
Conference Room

4:30PM - 8:00PM
Raffles Open!

4:30PM - 5:30PM
Social Hour
Conference Room

5:30PM - 6:00PM
Campfire Stories
Conference Room

6:00PM - 7:30PM
Dinner
Conference Room

6:45PM - 7:00PM
Keynote Speaker
Conference Room

7:00PM - 9:00PM
Live Auctions, Raffle Drawings, & Closing Remarks
Conference Room

?? Lodging

Discounted lodging is available through Breezy Point Resort for Icebreaker attendees.
Reserve early — rooms fill fast!

Book online or call (800)-432-3777 and mention Backcountry Hunters & Anglers to receive the group rate.

Options include:

Hotel-style Kings, Double Queens, and Whirlpool Suites

Deluxe Condos, Vacation Homes, and Multi-Bedroom Retreats

Fish House Rentals

Or bring your own ice house!

??? Ticket Options

EARLY BIRD SWEEPSTAKES PROMOTION

Register by December 15th to be entered to win a pair of Irish Setter Icetrek boots, River Brothers Brute
Down Jacket and Gruff Bibs, a custom rod/reel combo and a 5-gallon bucket seat!!

All tickets include access to all weekend activities:
Friday Welcome Party, Demos, Seminars, Saturday Dinner, and Door Prizes.

$85 / Adult

$150 / Couple

Kids 12 & under: FREE!

Table Sponsorships Available

Please select your ticket type based on whether you’re bringing kids under 12.
Attendees who select a “With Kids” ticket will be contacted for food planning.
Kids over 12 count as adults.

Ticket Examples:

1 Adult + kids under 12 ? 1ticket

2 Adults + kids under 12 ? 1 Couple (With Kids) ticket

1 Adult + 1 Kid (over 12) ? 1 Couple ticket

2 Adults + 1 Kid (over 12) ? 1 Couple ticket + 1 Adult (NoKids) ticket

2 Adults + 2Kid (over 12) ? 2 Couple tickets

?? Want to Get Involved?

Event & sponsorship inquiries:
?? Aaron Hebeisen – hebeisen@backcountryhunters.org

Wild Game Cookoff competitors:
?? Chance Adams – chance.c.adams@gmail.com

?? Why It Matters

Funds raised at the North Country Icebreaker help fuel BHA’s mission to keep public lands and waters in
public hands , strengthen access, and support conservation efforts across Minnesota and the nation.

Come for the fishing. Stay for the fellowship. Leave inspired to fight for the wild places we all love.


